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desire to be absolved from his oath to protect Richard's
dominions he was not checked. It was no time, he felt,
for nice consciences. The hour had come when Nor-
mandy might be won.
Philip did not let the grass grow under his feet. A
month after his return he went to the old meeting-place
at the edge of the great Norman plain betwen Gisors
and Tiye, and demanded of the seneschal and barons of
the duchy his sister Alais, then prisoner at Rouen,
and the castle of Gisors with the counties of Aumale
and Eu, He produced a treaty which he said had been
signed at Messina, by which Richard promised the lands;
but the barons stoutly refused to surrender them, and
Philip angrily answered that he would take them by
force. It was an attempt, no doubt, to test the Norman
feeling. He now turned to a more hopeful task He
ofiered John (who was already married) the hand of
the wretched Akis, and promised to help to win all his
brother's dominions. But Eleanor, the royal mother,
who was her absent son's strongest support, with the
English justiciars, forbade John to cross to Normandy.
He sullenly obeyed, and the French knights at the
same time refused to join in Philip's war against the
crusader.
But all was changed by the news of Richard's capture.
Before the end of the year Philip knew that his enemy
was in the hands of the Austrian duke. John' was
again tempted, and in February 1193 he eagerly took
investiture from Philip of all the foreign lands of his
house.
The terms of their treaty were significant. Philip
knew John's weakness, and put forth a claim which for